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correspondents, unlading a copious farrago of social
and political doings and chances. Always an en-
thusiastic party man, he can hardly have foreseen, in
those gay days, the tribute of admiring affection which
Lord Lincolnshire, five-and-forty years older in years,
but not a day older in heart, would receive from all
Liberals, and from many who were not Liberals.
Lord Fife, lately succeeded to the family honours,
was another star in the Marlborough House firmament;
and of the racing contingent Rosebery's closest
intimates were Sir Frederick Johnstone, cynical and
rather caustic, but a most loyal comrade; William
Gerard, rather similar in type, but in addition a
dispenser of the most reckless good humour; and, of
a slightly later generation, Lord Durham. Some of
the attributes of his famous grandfather had descended
to this last* Destined to suffer the cruellest blows of
fortune, he was endowed with such courage and per-
sistence and loyalty, with capacity for single-minded
affection, as, his friends will agree, have hardly a
parallel in their memory. From his Oxford days
Rosebery had also been closely bound to the Vyner
family. Lady Mary Vyner, the last representative,
with her sister Lady Cowper, of the great family of
Grey, Earls and Dukes of Kent, had always shown
him kindness. Her son Frederick was one of the
victims of Greek brigands in the Marathon tragedy,
and Rosebery organised the memorial to him in
Christ Church Cathedral. The eldest brother Clare,
and Robert, the youngest, were both active on the
Turf. Clare never married, and died comparatively
young; but Mr. and Mrs. Robert Vyner remained
close friends of Rosebery's as long as they lived. Such,
in outline, was the lighter side of Rosebery's existence.
But in this country, as in no other, there is sometimes
an intermingling of orbits, as when, on the Friday of
one Epsom Summer Meeting, Rosebery's guests at
dinner at the Durdans were Mr. Gladstone, Clare
Vyner, Frederick Johnstone, Billy Gerard, and
another votary of the Turf. There is no record of